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Fhysical Facilities

1. In August 1950 there were about 200 United S:untes prisoners of war packed Into
three ropms of the 18th Paople's Blemontary Jehool in West Pyongyeng. llo beds
or beddingwerelurnished the prisoners. They were wearing their army fatisue
uniforns, most of which wore torm and ragied. TFew of the prigoners had shoes;
the shoes had been teken Yy North Korean ireops. Instead they wore rubber
shoas or straw sandals. Almost none of the prisomers had socks. The priscners
were fed three times a dsy, the moals consissing of one rice ball and a side
dish such as kinchi or fish@r eash prisonor., Occasionally a small bowi of
rice porridge replaced or supplemented the rice ball, Bocause of the inade-
quate food, meat of the prisoners were wesk and nany were suffering from
intestingl disorders and appeared to be dring., In spite of this fact, no
nedical ¢are was given the prisoners. Thcre was one civilian doctor, in
attendance, but he had enly mercurcehrome and jodine for cuts and scratches.
o baths were given the prisoners, althowth un one occasion they were teken
to the Taedong River for o swin al the requect of the prisoners. None of the
prisoners wze of higher rank than major.,

Propaganda and Indoctrination

2¢ No work was essipned the prisoners in this camp, and thers was no roersetion
program, An indectrination prograr consisting of three hours of clzus per week
using taxts presented by the lorth Korean Labow Party was corried out. Labor
Party offieials also sent in propaganda booklots on Comramisn, such as the
English editiong of "lew Times" and other weekly mapuaines published by the
Soviets, but the priseners did not seem Lutorested. In the publications the
nain there was that the United States army should not have entered Korec
because it was a Korean civil war. Other propaganda themes repeated to the
prisoners were that the South Koreans had siorted the war by davadirg Uorth
Korea and that the North Xorean Pechle’s army was an aymy of rightecusness
opposin~ the American soldiers, who wers agents of American impericlists trying
to colonize Koraa,
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3. About 23 Aupust 1950 the eulitural t raining seetion of the Horth Kerean State
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Seeurity Bureau held a rovnd-table discussion for the prischers. Ak thoe mae i
the Aworican prisoners prescated a list of roquests to the Norit Korean swiho- ,
rities, none of which were accepited, The requesis were as Jollowd:

Adequate food, including tomatces, vegatables, and begns,
Adequate exsrciss,
Bocks to read. .

At the mesting one pilot said he did not meed any propagaids tooks on Cormunism..
Ho vas immediately singled out by an Internal Affairs Ninisiry guard and ealled
out of the room. North Xoresr arny officers prosent belisved he vas than shot,
About oms-third of the priscners at thig camp ware eveniuelly shot.

The guerds at the camp were ir the charge of officers of the Internsl A?faips
Ministry. Becauss of language difficultios and the fanatica’ hatred which many
of the North Korean officers had for the United Siates, the guards frequently
slepped the facas of the prisoners, mat them with Soviet PfSh ‘s, and kicked
them. Ineidents of this type were repoated daily ia ths camp, and the prisoners
fesred the guards to the podnt that scmetives they trembled whea the guscds
approached .

70, £ POW*

The interrogation staff at the Weal Fyongyang cemp In Acgust ineluded s North
Korsan army captain, & lisutenant, and & tajor whu acted as an interpreter.
The major, formeriy a eollege Buaglish instructor, had bzen called iuto service
on 5 August 1950 vhen the North Korean govermmens conseripted almest all

" educators and teachers, and was assigned to duty s8 an futerpretor sith the

propaganda undt of the eultural training section of the North Kovesn State
Security Buregu. GQuestlons asked the prisoners incloded the Lellowings

8., Why did you join in the wapr?
b. How did you come o do it?

€. Did you not kwow that tie current wae tegan to unify Eorea under o demoe
“eratic form of government?l . L

d. At whet port did you land?

e, How are United Nations forzes squipped? What is the 1/0 of & platoon and
company? Describs United Nebicus? squipment, wespons, snd the otate of
publie peace in their arsas.

f. Who started the war? Do you know?

g. Whal do you think sbout the Homilk Roresa Fgople’s cony?

h. Where were you captured?

i. Dom't you want to go hems?

J> Do you know that the Americsn inperiaiists are trying to make Korea theiy
colony?

1 L{?gl’%ﬁgﬁ” Compare with the prepagzads at the sums cadp ntating that
i@ south Aoresns had begunm the war.
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